---------- Chapter 7 ----------

THE ECONOMIC  SYSTEM

THE economic system of the USSR principally differs
from that of other countries m that all industry is owned
and run by the Government Factories, land, railways are
the property of the whole commtinity (like roads and high-
ways in this country), and not of private individuals or com-
panies True, the State sometimes leases out smaller fac-
tories or workshops to co-operative groups of workers and
land is granted to farmers more or less for good so long as
the land is well farmed and they do not transgress the State
regulations which govern farming About this we shall
say more later But all the mam industries and large
factories, the banks, railways, ships, airlines, dockyards,
warehouses are in the hands of the State, and are controlled
by salaried managers who are appointed by, and responsible
for their actions to, the government-body that appoints
them This government-body is usually one of the Com-
missariats (ministries or Government departments) which
have charge of particular branches of industry, the person
appointed to the head of this Commissariat being a member
of what is known as the Council of People's Commissars,
which is the equivalent of our Cabinet
Since private individuals cannot own capital (for
example, shares in an industry or a bank or a railway) or
land, people cannot get an income from owning things
People cannot draw income in the form of profit, interest
or rent (except interest on a savings-bank account or on a
Government savings-loan), and there has ceased to exist
in U S S R a class of people that does so The only way
that people can earn money in the USSR is in some sort
of work for which they get paid, either m an office", in a
factory or on a farm In the towns nearly everyone who
earns gets his income in the form of a wage or a salary,
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